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If you’ve never been there, it may sur-
prise you that Arkansas is one of the most 
delightful tourist destinations in America. 
And Northwest Arkansas, is especially sur-
prising. It has beautiful Ozark mountains, 
magnificent rivers and lakes, some of the 
most scenic vistas you’ll ever see, wonder-
ful hotels and other lodging, and restau-
rants that keep you coming back.
PONCA

The nation’s first federally protected 
stream -- the scenic Buffalo National Riv-
er  -- flows roughly 150 miles. The river 
offers limestone bluffs, beautiful vistas 
and wilderness areas. It includes nearly 
95,000 acres of public land along its cor-
ridor, where hiking trails lead to springs, 
caves, waterfalls, natural bridges and box-
like canyons. Fishing, rock climbing and 
wildlife watching are major draws too. 
The landscape is popular with photogra-
phers, who like to capture pictures of his-
toric homesteads, fall foliage, high vistas 
and other nature scenes. Numerous outfit-
ters service the river, and there are several 
campgrounds, cabins, motels and other 
lodging options nearby. 

The Buffalo River’s premiere accom-
modation, if you want to really experience 
mountain splendor, is the Buffalo Out-
door Center, in Ponca. The Center has 
18 log cabins: everything from “couples” 
cabins—designed with romance in mind -- 
to family reunion cabins. Enjoy the hiking 
trails, including one to beautiful Whitaker 
Point, known to locals as Hawksbill Crag. 
This three-mile trail offers wildflowers, 
umbrella magnolias, and a breathtaking 
view from the Point. There’s also canoe-
ing/kayaking on the Buffalo National Riv-
er. You can also take in the state’s elk herd 
-- a rare look at one of God’s most majestic 
animals. (These are best seen at dawn or at 
dusk.) Ponca is arguably the most beautiful 
area in Arkansas. (www.buffaloriver.com, 
www.ozarkmountains.org/whitaker.htm)

The hike to Eden Falls is also great fun 
and an easy hike at Lost Valley State Park 
in Ponca. The 35-foot underground water-
fall is a great payoff at the end of the trail; 
just make sure there has been rain lately, 

or you may be disappointed. (www.ozark-
mountainregion.com)
BENTONVILLE

Bentonville is the original home of 
Wal-Mart. A trip to the Wal-Mart Visitors’ 
Center, where you can learn the history of 
the company, is fascinating. Today, Wal-
Mart is the world’s largest company with 
more than $220 billion in annual sales and 
more than 1.3 million employees. Housed 
in the original store located on the Town 
Square, which opened in 1950, the Center 
traces the origin and growth of Wal-Mart. 
There’s also a special section dedicated to 
the Walton family.

Also be sure to visit the Peel Man-
sion. In 1875, Colonel Samuel West Peel 
built this mansion on the outskirts of Ben-
tonville.  It was a working farmstead sur-
rounded by 180 acres of apple trees. The 
timbers are of sturdy yellow pine.  The 
walls are made of local brick, late embel-
lished by a stucco exterior.  Exterior stone 
sills and lintels were finely carved by a lo-
cal stone mason.  The Peel Mansion site is 
also an outdoor museum of historic roses, 
perennials and native plants.  (www.peel-
mansion.org)

Wonderful restaurants are among the 
surprises in Arkansas. For example, in 
Bentonville, Fred’s Hickory Inn is a 21-
year tradition of steaks, Italian food and 

pit-smoked meats. Hickory logs are fired 
on the restaurant’s unique rotating pit. And 
the meats are smoked slowly and require 
no basting, except the chicken. A vinegar-
based barbecue sauce is served on the side 
only to enhance the meat flavors. Try the 
“Beef Dinner.” It’s a whole round steak 
smoked on the pit...quite unusual and very 
delicious. You get an enormous portion for 
only $10.95. (www.fredshickoryinn.net)
FORT SMITH

While in Fort Smith, don’t miss lunch 
at Rolando’s Nuevo Latino Restaurant. 
This is a real discovery for those who find 
most Mexican restaurants hum-drum. The 
restaurant offers Latin-fusion entrees, with 
presentation that you’ll find really refresh-
ing. This one is not to be missed. (www.
rolandosrestaurante.com)
HINDSVILLE

In Hindsville, visit the War Eagle 
Mill, a working, water-powered grist mill 

have a look. The Boston Mountains Scenic 
Loop runs between Alma and Fayetteville.
ROGERS

The Daisy Airgun Museum is lo-
cated in the brick-paved historic sector of 
downtown Rogers, in a building that dates 
from 1896.  It attracts visitors from almost 
every state in the U.S, plus several foreign 
countries. Visitors learn about Daisy his-
tory, view old packaging and advertising. 
And gun and history enthusiasts come to 
see the collection of antique airguns dating 
to the 1600s. Baby boomers come to see an 

Whitaker Point, in Ponca, Ark.

Viewing the state elk herd amid early-morning fog in Ponca, Ark.

The spillway at Devil’s Den State Park

An Ozark view from a cabin at the Buffalo Outdoor Center, in Ponca
that grinds cornmeal daily from organical-
ly-grown grain. There’s also buckwheat, 
and several whole-grain products, fish-fry 
cornmeal recipes, jellies, jams, honey, sor-

ghum, seasonings, nature flour and whole-
grain cookbooks. And they will be glad to 
ship for you. (www.wareaglemill.com)
FAYETTEVILLE

One of the biggest surprises about Ar-
kansas is the abundance of art produced 
there. Take, for example, Fayetteville’s leg-
endary painter Charles Banks Wilson. Born 
in 1918, Wilson became famous for telling 
the story of pureblood Native Americans 
with his art. He also did a famous portrait 
of Will Rogers at the tender age of 14. The 
largest collections of his works, 220 piec-

es, can be seen at Heartwood Gallery in 
Fayetteville, although there are also some 
of his paintings at the Oklahoma capital. At 
90, Wilson still paints every day. 

Also in Fayetteville is Terra Studios 
-- home of artisans who produce glass and 
pottery homewares, gifts and fine art piec-
es, including the now-famous glass Blue-
bird of Happiness, designed by Leo Ward. 
Thousands visit this studio every year to 
see how these glass birds are produced. Ad-
mission is free. (www.terrastudios.com)

The Boston Mountains Scenic Loop 
on U.S. 71 and I-540 offers magnificent 
scenery. Following a former stagecoach 
route, U.S. 71 twists and turns through the 
mountains. Along the way are small towns, 
roadside farms, antique and other shops, 
and travel courts. Not far to the west, I-
540 passes mountain streams, valleys and 
ridges, with several soaring bridges and a 
tunnel. Both routes offer impressive vistas. 

I-540s cleared right-of-way is sufficiently 
broad to give those traveling 70 m.p.h. a 
good look at the countryside; U.S. 71 of-
fers many locations to pull off the road and 

example of the first Daisy made and to see 
and talk about the one they had as a young-
ster. There are current Daisy products and 
unique collectibles. (www.daisymuseum.
com)

Also in Rogers, don’t miss War Eagle 
Cavern. Opened to the public in 1978, this 
secluded site was used by the Indians hun-
dreds of years before other settlers came to 
the unspoiled forest of the Ozarks. A spec-
tacular natural entrance welcomes you to 
an easy one-mile round trip hike alongside 
a natural underground stream. (www.ware-
aglecavern.com)

And fishing is fantastic on Beaver 
Lake. With over 23,000 acres, the lake of-
fers stripers, large-mouth and small-mouth 
bass, crappie, bream, white bass, channel 
catfish and spoonbill.
BELLA VISTA

Stunning architectural is also to be 
found on 15 acres at Bella Vista’s non-de-
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Owner Doug Hausler explains wine production at  Keels Creek Winery, Eureka Springs

Charles Banks Wilson in his Fayetteville home with the famous Will Rogers portrait he 
painted at the tender age of 14

The amazing 7-story atrium at the        
Embassy Suites Hotel, in Rogers, Ark.

nomenational Mildred B. Cooper Memo-
rial Chapel. Created in 1991 by renowned 
Arkansas architect Fay Jones (a student 
of Frank Lloyd Wright), it contains 4400 
square feet of plate glass and 31 tons of 
steel. The chapel is the venue of 150 wed-
dings a year. 
WEST FORK

Hiking opportunities abound through-
out Northwest Arkansas. For example, 
Devil’s Den State Park is ideal. Several 
of the park’s backcountry hiking trails 
lead into the adjacent Ozark National For-
est. Devil’s Den was established as one of 
Arkansas’s first state parks. Built in the 
1930’s by the Civilian Conservation Corps, 

the park’s cabins and several other facili-
ties were crafted with native stone and tim-
ber to mirror the natural beauty of the sur-
rounding landscape. While preserved in 
their original style, they have also been 
renovated to modern standards. Camping 
sites are also available in several areas of 
the park. (www.ArkansasStateParks.com/
DevilsDen)

 A trip to Northwest Arkansas isn’t 
complete without a drive to Eureka 
Springs. In a world marked by the same-
ness imposed by franchises, chain stores, 
and the like, Eureka Springs is a breath of 
fresh air...with hundreds of ornate Victorian 
homes, and a downtown that is incredibly 
colorful and great fun to shop. The place 
is so unique that even though there’s only 
a local population of around 2400 people, 
the place hosts over 4000 weddings a year.  
(www.eureka-springs.org/weddings)

Part of the reason for the uniqueness 
of Eureka Springs is the 600 resident art-
ists who call it home. American Style mag-
azine named Eureka Springs “one of the 
nation’s top-25 small arts communities.” 
It’s also been named as “one of America’s 
12 Distinctive Destinations”, and with its 
turn-of-the-century Victorian architecture, 
it has been referred to as “a town that time 
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The Great Passion Play 4,000-seat amphitheater

7-story tall “Christ In The Ozarks”, in Eureka SpringsThe Wal-Mart Visitors’ Center, in Bentonville, is in the company’s original location.

forgot.”
While in Eureka Springs, don’t miss 

Thorncrown Chapel, listed fourth on the 
American Institute of Architecture’s top-
ten buildings of the 20th century. Soaring 
48 feet high, the “Ozark Gothic” struc-
ture comprises 6,000 square feet of glass 
and 425 windows, and is built with wood 
trusses and native flagstone to blend with 
its natural setting. (www.thorncrown.com)

Another claim to fame for Eureka 
Springs – the #1 tourist attraction -- is The 
Great Passion Play, which is performed 
on a 550’ stage in a 4,000-seat amphithe-
ater, with 250 actors, on the grounds of the 
enormous “Christ of the Ozarks” statue. 
This white mortar statue of Christ is second 
in size only to the famous statue in Rio de 

Janeiro. It’s 7 stories tall and 65 feet across, 
and is visible from 20 miles away. (www.
greatpassionplay.com)

And if you’re an animal lover, don’t 
miss Eureka Spring’s Turpentine Creek 
Wildlife Refuge -- a home for abandoned, 
abused and neglected lions and tigers, as 
well as other animals. The United States 
has thousands of its residents keeping dan-
gerous big cats in their backyards, base-
ments, garages, and warehouses. People 
acquire these animals as pets and soon find 
they have made a grave decision. They turn 
to places like Turpentine Creek for help. 
(www.turpentinecreek.org)

Blue Springs Heritage Center is a re-
markable place to visit in Eureka Springs. 
This natural spring produces 38 million gal-

lons of fresh water daily. It’s history goes 
back centuries, as Indians considered it a 
sacred place. It was also a stop on the his-

toric Indian Trail of Tears. There’s a short 
film you can view in the Visitor Center ex-
plaining the history, then stroll this handi-
capped-accessible attraction through its 33 
acres. (www.bluespringheritage.com)

The only winery in Eureka Springs is 
Keels Creek Winery. It produces 2000 
cases a year, in 10 varieties. They also of-
fer wines from the six other Arkansas win-
eries, totaling 90 labels -- as well as some 
wines from other out-of-state. Tastings are 
available for a nominal fee. There’s also art 
displayed in their showroom from 27 local 
artists. (www.keelscreek.com)

Golfers can play at Holiday Island 
Counry Club, one of the most beautiful 
golf courses in Arkansas. It’s located five 
miles north of Eureka Springs. (479-253-
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Blue Spring, just outside of Eureka Springs,  gushes out 38,000,000 gallons of pure water daily

A resident of  Eureka Spring’s Turpentine Creek Wildlife Refuge The Basin Park Hotel and downtown Eureka Springs

9511)
Eureka Springs has some wonderful 

places to eat. One of the best is Rogue’s 
Manor at Sweet Spring. You won’t be-
lieve the sumptuous atmosphere. And the 
menu is quite varied. We especially liked 
what they do with pasta, although their 
meat dishes are more the house specialty. 
After dinner, ask to see their suites upstairs. 
The decor is delightfully decadent. (www.
roguesmanor.com)

For lunch, try the unforgettable Mud 
Street Cafe. Most of their eclectic menu 
is organic. The sandwich selection is very 
thought out and tasty. Try their veggie 
hashed-browns. And definitely save room 
for dessert. Try the chocolate peanut butter 

pie, the chocolate pecan pie, or the pump-
kin cheesecake. (www.mudstreetcafe.com)

There are a number of historic hotels 
in Eureka Springs that really impart the 
flavor of the place. For example, the Ba-
sin Park Hotel (1905) is remarkable. Its 
architecture blends perfectly into its Vic-
torian setting at the town’s center. And its 
second-floor balcony bar and restaurant 
overlooks downtown -- great for people 
watching. (www.basinpark.com)

Also downtown is the New Orleans 
Hotel & Spa, built in 1892. The rooms are 
very tasteful with modern conveniences. 
(www.neworleanshotelandspa.com)

The Grand Central Hotel & Spa is 
the oldest and most luxuriously furnished 

and decorated of the city’s historic hotels. 
It has its own restaurant, lounge and spa. 
(www.grandcentralresort.com)

But the most impressive of the town’s 
historic hotels is the Crescent Hotel and 
Spa. Built in 1886, the Crescent sits high 
atop Crescent Mountain, the highest point 
in the county. Built in limestone, the Hotel 
is like a Victorian castle, and is surrounded 
by 15 acres of formal gardens with trails 
for leisurely strolls. There’s an outdoor 
pool, a complete spa, a delightful dining 
room -- one that will have you setting your 
watch back a century, a Lounge, great pan-

oramic views, and a really interesting his-
tory. (www.crescent-hotel.com)

While in Eureka Springs, take advan-
tage of the trolley to get around. An all-day 
pass is only $4.50. Also, be sure to take 
the orientation tour, which leaves from the 
Visitor Welcome Center several times a 
day. It’s well worth it. (www.eurekatrolley.
org)

Northwest Arkansas is accessible via 
Northwest Arkansas Regional Airport, 
in Bentonville (XNA). The airport offers 
daily non-stop jet service to more than 15 
U.S. cities. American Airlines flies to XNA 
through Chicago from Boston.

Make it a point to visit Northwest Ar-
kansas soon. It’s natural beauty is unsur-
passed. It’s people are friendly. Accom-
modations are clean and comfortable. And 
the area isn’t expensive. Gas, for example, 
is 30 cents a gallon cheaper. But the main 
thing is not to live your life having missed 
the sunset of an Ozark sky. Unforgettable!

For more information, go to www.ar-
kansas.com, or call 800-NATURAL.

And thanks for traveling. 


